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01
Catalonia,
a system
of cities

02
Why an
Urban Agenda
for Catalonia?

The Catalan territory is structured, on the
one hand, through a metropolitan system
with a central city and, on the other, a network of intermediate cities that organise
the territory and are nodes of reference on
a regional level.
The aim of the Urban Agenda for Catalonia is to encourage and structure the
existing system of cities efficiently,
and to move towards compact cities,
mixed usage and social cohesion in order
to minimise occupation of new land and
guarantee proximity to services while also
ensuring the critical mass of residents
necessary for efficient use of public transport, services and facilities and improving
living conditions for the population.
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In recent decades, the world has become
strongly concentrated in urban areas and,
according to studies by the United Nations,
this concentration is only expected to
increase. In Catalonia, nearly 80% of the
population lives in towns with more
than 10,000 inhabitants and the influence of these urban areas goes beyond
the physical limits of our cities, reaching
the whole territory.

of mixing and diversity and have a critical
mass of talent and services, which means
they blaze the trail in terms of creativeness and entrepreneurship. They are also
places that generate wealth, employment
and better distribution of resources.
However, this urban concentration also
entails a series of social and environmental challenges. Worsening air quality,
waste piling up, increased consumption of
power and water, land transformation and
growing social inequality are just some
of the challenges that must be tackled in
urban environments.

Cities and urban environments have become not only where the majority of
the global population lives, but also places of opportunity: they are the territory
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03
Pillars of
the Urban
Agenda for
Catalonia

Urban quality

Territorial dimension

@
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The proposal under this focal point is
to develop urban environments that are
accessible to all, ensuring our cities are
compact with mixed uses and the right
density to ensure goods, services and
opportunities are within reach. Wellequipped, smart cities, with access to
safe, sustainable and efficient public
transport, energy and inclusive, high-quality public spaces. As well as ensuring
access to decent, accessible, environmentally sustainable, quality housing.

This proposes ensuring we have well-developed cities that are connected to
the surrounding territories and area of
influence, with well-preserved natural
spaces to improve people’s lives. Adapting
territories to the effects of climate change
by improving risk management and
prevention.
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The Urban Agenda for Catalonia is structured around six subject areas that provide an
analytical summary of the wide range of goals and challenges posed in the Quito Declaration and the 2030 Agenda.
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Healthy urban habitats

Welfare

This focal point aims to ensure the urban
environment has as little pollution as
possible to improve public health, limit
the environmental impact of cities through
efficient, sustainable urban services and
@ energy produced in
the use of renewable
the urban environment.

This focal point proposes solutions to
ensure our cities are safe, cohesive,
diverse and inclusive
@ with public spaces
that encourage residents to interact. It
also promotes and supports art and culture to fight exclusion, discrimination and
vulnerability.
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Prosperity

Good governance

Through this focal point, the goal is to
explore new production models with high
value added associated with urban development, promoting knowledge, innovation,
entrepreneurship, disruptive business
models and the sharing economy. Also,
modernising traditional economic sectors,
ensuring financial sustainability and
moving from a linear economic model to a
circular one.

This proposes guaranteeing better management of urban policies by better aligning them with the needs of residents to
create more inclusive, transparent cities.
Giving local, metropolitan and territorial
governments adequate funding to ensure
better public services. Achieving more
responsible governments.
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04
Urban
Agenda and
sustainability

The Urban Agenda must be a tool to promote opportunities and tackle the challenges
posed by growing urbanisation, while also approaching sustainability from the following
standpoints:
bring about a radical shift in the mobility
of people and goods, as the current model
is the main cause of air pollution.

Social sustainability
Social inequality and the difference in
household income between the areas
and neighbourhoods in Catalan cities are
factors that have a direct impact on citizen
life expectancy and health, which makes
us reconsider the social function of
urban planning as a tool for effective
redistribution.

Economic sustainability
To achieve more prosperous cities,
we must come up with new production
models that make the most of the advantages of urban concentration and seek out
territorial balance through specific policies
that encourage the potential of each area.

Environmental
sustainability
We must transition towards a model of
renewable green energy sources, and
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05
The Urban
Assembly
of Catalonia

The Urban Assembly of Catalonia is
a multidisciplinary collegial body,
consisting of all levels of government and
representatives of civil society and the
productive sector. It is a forum for diagnosing, analysing, discussing, debating,
proposing and validating the direction of
urban policy for the coming years.
The Urban Agenda for Catalonia is being
established through a multi-level and
multidisciplinary approach, with an
integrated, holistic vision that requires
technical and specialised expertise in a
variety of fields as well as the commitment
of all the government bodies involved in
the cities and regions.
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The Assembly is responsible for setting up the working groups of accredited experts.
The experts will be appointed by the Government of Catalonia, local governments, citizens
and the business sector, with no more than 12 members in each working group and 4
members from each level.

Representatives
of the Government
of Catalonia

Representatives of
local governments

Representatives of
the citizenship and
the business fabric

The Urban Assembly will oversee the roll-out of the Urban Agenda for Catalonia, undertaking to ensure it is truly and effectively applied in compliance with the following
principles:

Implementation

Introduction

Ensuring that proposals and actions are
specific, effective and feasible using
quantifiable and assessable indicators.

Proposing actions and policies based
on the current situation in Catalonia and
encouraging proposals and actions with
rigorous, realistic diagnostics.

Integration

Impetus

Coordinating initiatives promoted by different platforms, commissions and other
bodies to ensure a holistic, integrated,
multidisciplinary approach.

“Our model is inclusive, cohesive
and committed to sustainable
development. The Government of
Catalonia can only interpret the
Urban Agenda in the service of the
people: this is our clear, incorruptible
commitment”
Josep Rull
Minister of Territory and Sustainability
Habitat III Conference
17 October 2016, Quito (Ecuador)

taking an active role in carrying out its
task and making sure it gets results.

“Cities have the capability of providing
something for everybody, only
because, and only when, they are
created by everybody”
Jane Jacobs
Journalist and urban planner
Death and Life of Great American
Cities, 1961
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